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NOTES ON VALVATA (LYOGYKUS) BROWNII. 


BY II. F. CAKPENTER. 


This species was found abuiidantly in Cunliff’s Pond, at Elm- 
ville, tbree or fonr iniles soutli of Providence, adbering to ^toiios 
and empty valves of Unio coin])lanatns. I discovered tbem in 1870 
and kept inore tban two bundred speciniens al i ve all sumnier in a 
glass globe filled witb watev. I read a description of it nnder tbe 
naine of Amnicola Brownií before a meeting of tbe Providence 
Franklin Society, Tuesday evening, IMar. 2Gtb, 1872, and publisbed 
tbe same in tbe “ Central Falls Weekly Visitor tbe following week. 
Tbe s])eciíic naine wa.'^ given in bonor of Dr. W. O. Brown, wbo 
■\va.^ then President of tbe Society. Siiecimens was sent to tbe late 
Geo. W. Tryon, wbo prononnced tbem to be a new species of 
Yalvata, snbgemis Lyogyrns. Of late years tbey bave been 
gradually growing scarcer and tbe last time I exainincd tbe pond 
I could find iione, altboiigb I did not search very tborongbly. 
Speciniens of tbese sbells are in tbe collections uf Mr. Jobn Ford, 
of Pbiladel]ibia, ^Ir. F. C. Baker, iNír. J. M. Sontbwick and several 
otber concbologists. Tbe following is my original description : 

“Sbell small, tbin, translucent, of a ligbt green color, wben 
divested of tbe tbick, dirty epidennis wbicb covers it, tnrreted, 
elongate, coinjiosed of five gibbous wborls; opercnlated and iimbili- 
cated ; apex very obtuse; sutiire very deep; apertiire iiearly 
circular, a little broader at tbe base; lip continuous, simple, tbe 
superior edge of tbe inner lip not toncbing tbe ])receding wborl, 
except in yoiing speciniens. Average size tV incb in lengtb, by yV 
in breadtb. Diameter of apertiire yV incb. Full grown speciniens 
wbicb are rare, attain a lengtb of 2 V incb. 

ON ANODONTA FLUVIATILIS DILLW. 


Tbe following letter received from Gen. de Peyster is interesting 
as sbowing tbe facility witb wbicb fresb-water niolliisks become 
establisbed in suitable spots. 

Upper Eed Hook, X. Y., Sept. 19, ’89. 

Mr. de Peyster : 

Bear Sir: 

At Dover Plains, Eastern Ducbess Co., X. Y., last week 1 secured 
sixty-tbree specimens of A. fluviatills, including twentv-five or more 
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yoiniir, ï^ninll .<liells, wliioli I ^\ill place in sonie water ."^iiitable for 
tlieir growtli aiul ])ro})agation, Among tbe re.<t ai'e two or tliree of 
good í^ize, wliile all are well í^uited for tlie cabinet. 

The largest exainple I liave ob^erved is an inij)erfect dead valve, 
whicli, witli its otber lialf, inoasured originally as follows: Trans- 
versolv, (>§; vertically, oi! ; and in tbickness 2i incbes. I have no 
doiibt tliat sonie have been found of still larger dimensions; was 
told tliat sucdi bad been taken, l)nt after diligent iiKpiiry failed to 
got trace of tbern. 

Kegarding tbe jdaceof tbeir oceurrence, I ean give tbe following; 
About two and one-lialí iniles soutli of Dover Plains, on tbe farm 
of ^ír. (íeo. Preston, is a swanip near tbe outlet of whicdi a eon- 
>ideral)le qiiantity of ])eat was dug tbirty or niore years ago. The 
bolc tbns forined is about 100 feet by 40 in lengtb and breadtb, 
and 4 feet deep, and serves as a Ijasin to eollect sonie of tbe drainage 
of tbe niarsb, it ])eing íilled witb water and jierliaps tbiee feet of 
blaek nnid dej^osited during tbe intervening tiine: froni tbis is 
rak(‘d in liniited nnni]:)ers speciïnens of tbis Anodon, extraordinary 
for tbeir Inxuriant growth and beautifiil eoloriíiií. 

Tbat tbis wbole traet of about twelve acres was originally a 
sliallow lakc tbere is no «juestion. Its foriner outlines are seeiningly 
well defined : it lies encireled by bilis of ujiturned ealcareous and 
nn(*aceous rocks: a naiTow opening on tlie nortb lias atforded an 
avenue of esea]:)e for its iniprisoned wàters. Tlie swainp has no 
iiilet Init is s])riijgy over its entire surface, and at present is over- 
grown witli sbrubliery and small trees. Its outlet is a small ditch 
wliieb eni[)ties into tbe ^Veebutook, or Ten Mile Piver—a tributary 
of tbe Jlousatonic, alioiit tbree-eigbtbs of a niile distant, inaking a 
deseent of íifty íeet in its course. Underneatli tbe stratum of peat 
is a bed of inarl a eouple of feet in tbickness, consisting of fresh- 
water sbells — species of í^pbaeriuin, Liinnaea, i^bysa and Planorbis, 
Abicb lived ages ago. 

Wbetlier an\' of tbese bivalves were notieed wbile digging jieat, 
is impossible to say. but believe it is only eight or ten years since 
tbey Imve attracted attention, and tbis because tlie muskrats were 
bringing tbein to ligbt; many recently brokeii sbells are lying about 
tbe sliore — brougbt up by tbese rodents. 

I eould not íind any otber fresb-water sbells in tlie pond, but 
obtained about tbe marsb (juite a nnmber of interesting land-snails, 
among tbem tbe following: Mesodon albohtbrisy M, thyroides, 
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Patida alternata, Zonitcs arboreiis^ Z. fulvuSy VadoiiUi jjiilchellay 
Succinea obliquay S. ovalis, S. avara. Papa armifera, P, pentodon, 
P. coriicaria, Vertlgo Bollesiana, T". contracta aiul Carychiimi exigiium. 

Of Piipa armij'era it is tlie first time I have found it in this 
County. 

The above are facts, tlie several (juestions arising concerning the 
presence of these clams herc I will not ansyer. 

Have they worked tlieir way from the river during compara- 
tively recent years? or are they a sort of living connecting link 
between the lake era and the present? 

Yoiirs very truly, 

Vv. S. Teator. 


THE SHELL-BEARING MOLLUSCA OF RHODE ISLAND. 


BY IIORACE F. CARPENTER. 


Geïuis AstartCy Sowerby, 1816. 

This genus contains twenty species; eight of these inhabit the 
coast of iS’e^y England, from Cape Cod to Grecnland, and thrce have 
bcen found south of Cape Cod, althongli none of them have actually 
beeii discovered in Kliode Island wàters as yet. 

183 .—Astarte eastanea, Say. 

.Syns.: 

Venus eastanea, Say. 

Crassina eastanea, Lam. Hanley. 

Crassina sulcata, Brown. 

Venus sulcata, ^Eont., Maton and Rackett. 

Shell thick and solid, sub-orbicnlar; beaks elevated and much 
eroded, nearly central; luniile in front of the beaks deeply ex- 
cavated ; surface not strongly waved as in most species of the genus, 
Imt only slightly undiilated, covered with a light-brown epidermis, 
excepting on the posterior portion, wherc it is almost black; hinge 
strong; ligament small; yalves with one stont tooth in the right 
yalve, and two in the left; margin crennlated in adult shclls. 
Length one inch ; heiü’ht one inch ; breadth 

Gould says: “The foot of the animal is of a bright vermillion 
color and when seen protruded, one would hardly persnade himsclf 
tliat a red wafer was not embraced by the valves. 





